216                      GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

The ways of love burn with the flames of fire. Many look at them and
run away; those that jump into them are happy; those who look on are
miserable.

To barter the head for rich prize is not easy ; the pure, who welcome death
in life itself, attain greatness.

Those who love Him are happy. When the kingdom of Rama comes, they
alone see the glory of the Lord of Pritama.1
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The sect of SwamlnSrayana greatly influenced the
literature of the period. Its great leader, Sahajananda, born
at Chapaiya near Ayodhya about 1781, was a disciple of
Ramananda, the founder of the sect. The sect drew its
inspiration partly from the Vaishnavite doctrines of
Vallabhacarya, but developed special features owing to
Sahajananda's influence. Its speciality lay in its antagonism
to the gross epicurianism of the Vallabha sect Purity of
conduct was above all virtues. Twenty-six vows were
enjoined in relation to women ; even seeing a woman, or her
portrait, or pronouncing her name was prohibited. The sect
did very good work among the poorer classes and the
turbulent tribes of Kathiavada. The lot of even untouch-
ables was somewhat relieved by its philanthropic activities.
But Sahajananda went the way of the successors of Val-
labhacarya in surrounding himself with semi-regal pomp and
in having Krshria worshipped in his own person. The
principal seat of the sect at Vadatala is one of the wealthiest
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